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FILM SYNOPSIS

Velma, a newly unemployed single-mother, is forced to choose between her morality and the survival of her family, when her credit at the neighborhood grocery store runs out.
ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
Victim. Fighter. Strength. Beauty. Survivor. Friend. Neglected. Forgotten. 

These words come to mind when I think of my own mother, and they are the framework that I used when developing the character of Velma, Shoppin’s protagonist. She is a woman who has been labeled by society as lazy,  useless and nothing more than a baby-making machine, whose children probably won’t live to see the age of 18. And if they do, they won’t amount to much. But if we search beyond our stereotypical judgments, we will find that she is so much more than that. She is a woman left to raise two children alone. She is a woman working three and sometimes four jobs at a time. She is a woman acting as mother and father when her “baby’s daddy” abandoned her. She is a woman who somehow found the strength to survive when society told her that she’d be doing them a favor if she laid down and died. She is a great and honorable woman, even though sometimes she must do “dishonorable” things to make it from day to day. 

This film is so dear to my heart because Velma is so much like most of the women that I grew up watching. She is honest, loving and a true survivor. But she is also afraid. Afraid that the world she lives in will soon consume her, will make her its next victim. She is a woman who has built her life around her faith, and knows that God will not forsake her, even though many times it seems as though He already has.  

For me, this film is a tribute to every single mother who has been forced to live in the poverty stricken communities across America.  And to my own mother who secretly cried in the dark, and smiled in the light. I saw those tears mama.  This story is for you.

SHOPPIN’: THE SHORT STORY
NOTE: The idea for the film came from a short story of the same title. This is that story. 

“I know in the bible it says not to steal, but I got babies to feed. I’m sure God will understand,” she said to herself as she walked into the neighborhood corner store. Naomi was her name and everybody knew her, she was the poorest woman on the block, yet she was the strongest. 

She walked pass the clerk at the register and waved as she always did, tightly holding on to her black duffle bag and nervously tugging at the red scarf she always wore around her neck. She looked that white man dead in his eyes with the most honest face she could make, even though she was ‘bout to steal him blind. 

“ I need some lunch meat”, she thought to herself walking straight towards aisle 7, where they kept the week old salami and the stale bread. She grabbed two packs of the meat, looked around to make sure she wasn’t being watched, and hurriedly stuffed it in her duffle bag. She’d pay for the bread cause it was only 59 cents, and she needed to buy something so they wouldn’t mistake her for a dishonest woman. And besides, she had four kids at home; she needed some more food. 

Naomi crept over to the next aisle and picked up some eggs. She opened the package and looked at each of them to make sure they weren’t broken, and then carefully placed them on top of the salami. Her next stop was the cereal aisle, where she sat her sights straight to the generic brand. The kids didn’t know the difference; she always told them that it was the same high-priced cereal in a cheaper package. Over the next 17 minutes Naomi magically stuffed that bag of hers to its capacity. She had milk, sausage, a block of cheese, some chicken, five pork-chops, some green beans, some corn, etc, etc, and of course the salami and eggs. 

“This all I can afford today,” she told the clerk handing him the bread and the sweaty 59 cents which she had tightly balled up in her hands, as though to bless it. 

“You need a bag Ms. Naomi.”

“No, I’ll just put it in my duffle bag. Make it easier for me to carry.” 

She grabbed the receipt, waved good-bye to the clerk, and rushed out the door with her loaf of bread.  She stopped for a moment when she got outside to catch her breath. She had a couple of blocks to walk, which she didn’t mind. It was just a little overwhelming to her with all that weight she had to carry.
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ABOUT THE FILMMAKER
YA’KE(Director) can’t remember a time when the moving image did not interest him, and made his first film while a sophomore at Sam Houston High School in San Antonio, TX. Upon graduation from high school, Ya’Ke attended the University of The Incarnate Word, also in San Antonio, and made three films while there: Black Magic, which was a finalist in the Houston Multicultural Independent Film Festival, Family Reunion, which was a finalist in the Hollywood Black Film Festival, and Strange Fruit, which won the honorable mention award at the San Antonio branch of the National Association of Latino Independent Producers film slam. Ya’Ke is currently in his second year of Graduate Studies at the University of Texas at Austin, where he is an M.F.A candidate in the Department of Radio-Television-Film. Shoppin’ is his first 16MM film project. 

ABOUT THE CAST
MIKALA GIBSON (Velma) is a graduate of the University of the Incarnate Word, where she studied theater. She can be seen in other films such as Wounded Hearts, Family Reunion, What Friends Are For and Black Magic.  She presently resides in Austin, TX where she is slowly becoming one of the most sought out actresses in her region. She is represented by Acclaim Talent Agency in Austin, TX. 

A recent graduate from the University Of Texas at Austin, CLAYTON KJOS (Clerk in Big Store) is an accomplished young actor who has worked both in television and film. He has done voice over work for Tostitos as well as Motorola. His film credits include Get Backers, Crimson Ghost, and Lay Presage, as well as several others. He graduated with degrees in both Computer Science and Radio-Television-Film, and now works in the Digital Imaging field. He is represented by DB Talent Agency in Austin, TX.

KIMBERLY EARLS’ (Singing Bum) received her bachelor’s degree in Music/Vocal Performance from Austin College in Sherman, TX, where she toured as a soloist with the A cappella choir in England, France, and Scotland. Since college, she has recorded with The Women’s Chorus of Dallas and the world renowned, Turtle Creek Chorale, who combined to perform the World Premiere of Sing for the Cure at the Meyerson Symphony Center with Maya Angelou, as narrator, benefiting the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. She currently lives in Austin where she teaches music and performs with 18 Karat. 

SAN JUANITA SCHAFER (Woman across Street) has worked on several movies including The Alamo Movie, The Ringer, The Wendell Baker Story, Friday Night Lights. She is the mother of five daughters and lives in Austin with her family, 4 cats, 1 dog and a Dutch rabbit. 

HERMAN WHITNEY, III, TRE' (Velma’s Son) is a professional child actor who loves acting, modeling, sports and hip-hop and tap dance.  He often lands roles casting for older boys because he clearly demonstrates professionalism and maturity for a young actor. Tre' is an honor student at Pecan Springs Elementary School. He is represented by Acclaim Talent Agency in Austin, TX. 

ARIA WHITNEY  (Velma’s Daughter) is an aspiring child actress who loves acting, modeling, Barney, and the Wiggles. Shoppin’ was Aria's film debut, and she watches it over and over. Obviously, Barney and Wiggles have taken a back seat.

