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ABOUT THE CAST

MARK BANKS (Sam Hope) a native of Houston TX, comes to us via The University of Texas at Austin and Progressive Arts Collective. Mark has been working in Austin as an actor since 1997, but has been acting for fifteen years. He has been seen in a number of U.T. Austin main stage shows and has also been in numerous shows around Austin. He has been awarded many accolades for his performances. In addition to his stage work, Mark can also be seen in many films, such as the short films Always Open, Starseeds and The Magic Cheese Fries and In One Lifetime. He can also be seen in the feature The Life of David Gale. Along with local Austin directors, writers, and actors Mark is apart of Reeleyes Film Production Company.
Jamil Hoballah (Ray) was born in West Africa, Ivory Coast, to a Lebanese-Italian father and a French mother. It was in Africa that his study and practice of the art of acting began.  As a teenager, he moved to France, where he graduated with a diploma in French Philosophy.   Since moving to the United States in 1995, he has continued his pursuits in acting and has experience in theatre, television, and film. Jamil is an accomplished double-black black belt and kick boxer. He is fluent in multiple languages, including French, Lebanese and African dialects.  He appeared in the made-for-television movie, Oil Storm, on the FX channel.
Mikala Gibson (Karyn) is a graduate of the University of the Incarnate Word, where she studied theater. She can be seen in other films such as Wounded Hearts, Family Reunion, What Friends Are For and Black Magic.  She presently resides in Austin, TX where she is slowly becoming one of the most sought out actresses in her region. In fact, she can soon be seen in the upcoming films Rookies, which will air next year on PBS, and the feature length version of the award-winning short Gretchen. She is represented by Acclaim Talent Agency in Austin, TX. 

Lebanese born RANA HADDAD (Ray’s Wife) went to Syracuse University and earned her Bachelor's degree in Computer Science.  She is fluent in Arabic, French, English, and conversational Spanish.  She always had a passion for acting and it became reality when helping her daughter for auditions and on movie sets.  She was recently cast in the movie, Every Word Is True, directed by Douglas McGrath, and is looking forward to working on other exciting projects.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Ya’Ke(Writer/Director/Editor) can’t remember a time when the moving image did not interest him, and made his first film while a sophomore at Sam Houston High School in San Antonio, TX. Upon graduation from high school, Ya’Ke attended the University of The Incarnate Word, also in San Antonio, and made three films while there: Black Magic, which was a finalist in the Houston Multicultural Independent Film Festival, Family Reunion, which was a finalist in the Hollywood Black Film Festival, and Strange Fruit, which won the honorable mention award at the San Antonio branch of the National Association of Latino Independent Producers film slam. Ya’Ke is currently in his second year of Graduate Studies at the University of Texas at Austin, where he is an M.F.A candidate in the Department of Radio-Television-Film. Since he has been there he produced the critically acclaimed short Shoppin, which has played in several festivals around the country including WestFest, where it won the Best Actress Award for it star Mikala Gibson, The Houston Multicultural Independent Film Festival, where it won the Best Student Film Award, and the Cinematexas International Film Festival. The film also aired on the nationally syndicated program African-American Short Films under the California based production company Badami Productions, and was one of the eleven films selected by the Chamberlain Bros. International Short Film Festival to receive an honorable mention award and be mentioned in their book which can be found in all book stores across the country.  

Lucas Millard (Director of Photography) has shot and directed several short films since arriving in Austin two years ago.  Among his cinematography credits are the award winning Shoppin’ and Hope’s War (both directed by Ya’ke), and The Greyed Escape (directed by Jeremy Dehn).  Previous to coming to Austin, Lucas cut his teeth with a series of super8 films and still photographs that document his travels around the globe.  Currently in his 3rd year in UT’s graduate film program, Lucas is finishing up his latest short FF, which he shot and directed.

JENN GARRIOSN (Assn. Director) is a documentary and narrative filmmaker whose films have shown across the globe since 2000.  Her first documentary feature played at SXSW in 2001.  She is currently an MFA candidate at the University of Texas' film department.  She holds a Masters degree in Media Studies and works regularly on Super 16mm film projects.  You can see her full resume and body of work at www.ginjar.com

TRAVIS WARD (Sound Designer) is a 2005 graduate of the Radio/TV/Film department of the University of Texas at Austin.  He has an equal fondness for special effects and sound design/audio editing for film.  Student films he has worked on include the stop motion short FIGHT, the 3D animations Dancing Ling Ling and Hung Like a Frog, and sound work on the graduate films The Shuffle and Understanding Stella by Ari Briskman, and his latest design project, Ya'Ke’s Hope's War. 

FILM SYNOPSIS:

After returning home from Iraq, a U.S. soldier struggles to adapt back to every day life, but brutal visions of war threaten to destroy him.  

About the Production: 

“When will we stop dying so senselessly.” This is the question two U.S. soldiers asked President Bush, via an interview with a popular newspaper, and this very question is what inspired the making of this film.  

Last summer as I began to search for topics for my pre-thesis film one of my friends brought his brother-in-law into the computer lab where  I worked. The young man immediately went to the computer and googled one of the websites that showed the brutal slaying of Nick Berg. Now although I had heard about the murder I had not seen it, and I can tell you that hearing about it and actually witnessing a man scream for his life as he is decapitated is a totally different experience. 

The effects of war slowly built on me. 9/11 had taken place.  Daniel Pearl had been slaugthered. But this murder was the eye opener. I finally realized that America was really at war.  We were a major target, and  killing 4,000 in the World Trade Center wasn’t enough. These people felt they had a mission to accomplish, and if it meant killing their own, they would succeed in their endeavors. But why? What are we not seeing? What is making us a major target? Why are we so hated? 

After that I found myself reading the newspaper daily. The headlines from around the world were horrifying: 1,000 U.S. soldiers confirmed dead in Iraq. Officers detail Fallujah hostage slaugtherhouse. French reporter in Iraq pleads for help on video. Iraqui civilians killed-injured by American and British forces. Civilians killed in Baghdad bombing raid.  Suicide bombers strike again. 
No one is winning. And it seems to me that nothing is being accomplished. Not only are the Iraqi insurgents retaliating with a vengance, but so is America and the other countries that assisted in the invasion of Iraq; evident in the horrifying pictures that came out of Abu-Ghraib prison. Our president constantly has news conferences saying how this war will better the quality of life for Iraq and also rid our country of terroists, but terrorist attacks around the world are still at an all time high. What are his motives? And if they are really for our betterment, why do things seem to be getting worse. But all that’s backstory. A mere framework to what birthed this project.

As I continued to do more research I started to really get into the side of war that is thrown into the background: What happens to our soldiers when they come back home. In the fall of 2003 there were four accounts of soldiers who had murderd their wives after they returned home from Iraq. And several of my friends have come out of the war, vowing never to return. They said the atrocities they witnessed scarred them for life, causing nightmares, depression, and even suicidal thoughts. These are not gladiators that are being sent to fight on the frontlines of Iraq, but young men and women who are looking to build a better life for their families; none realizing the sacrifice they would make just to receive a GI bill. Yes they signed up. Yes they were aware that a war could break out. And many of them wouldn’t mind fighitng it, if they knew exactly what they were fighting for.        













